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Nicholas J. Altiero 
Dr. Altiero received a Bachelor of Science degree in aerospace engineering from 

the University of Notre Dame in 1969 and a Master of Science degree in aerospace 

engineering in 1970, a Master of Arts degree in mathematics in 1971 and a Doctor 

of Philosophy degree in aerospace engineering in 1974 from the University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor. He joined the faculty of the Materials Science and Mechanics 

department at Michigan State University in 1975. At Michigan State, he advanced 

through the faculty ranks to the rank of Professor in 1986 and, in 1990, he was 

named the Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies of the College of 

Engineering, where he had administrative responsibility for the research, 

technology transfer, graduate studies and distance education operations of the 

college. In January 1998, he was named Chairman of the Department of Materials 

Science and Mechanics and he served in that position until June 2000. At that time, 

he joined the faculty at Tulane University as Dean of the School of Engineering. In 2006, in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Katrina, Tulane University was restructured and Altiero was named the inaugural Dean of the School 

of Science and Engineering.  He served in the position through August 2017.  For a brief period in 2016, he served 

as Tulane's Interim Provost. 

Altiero has held visiting positions at the Polytechnic University of Milan, Italy, as a Fulbright Scholar, and at the 

Technical University of Aachen, Germany, as an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow. He has taught a wide range of 

courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels and, in 1991, received the State of Michigan Teaching 

Excellence Award.  He holds the title of Professor Emeritus at Michigan State University. Altiero is a fellow of 

the ASME, a fellow of the ASEE, and a member of the Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society and Tau Beta Pi 

Honorary Engineering Society. 

He has served on the Louisiana Board of Regents Advisory Council, the Board of Directors of the New Orleans 

Bioinnovation Center, the Board of Directors of FIRST in Louisiana-Mississippi, the Board of Directors of the 

Greater New Orleans Science and Engineering Fair, and the Board of Directors of the Greater New Orleans 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Initiative (Core Element). He also has served as a member 

of the ASEE Board of Directors, as President of ASEE, as Chairman of the ASEE Engineering Deans' Council, as 

Chairman of the ASEE Engineering Research Council, as Chairman of the Council of Deans Subcommittee of the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Aeronautics Research Advisory Committee, as Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees of the Department of Energy's National Institute for Global Environmental Change, as a 

member of the ASME Task Force on Federal Engineering Research Funding, as a member of the Louisiana 

Governor’s Advisory Task Force on Funding and Efficiency of the Department of Environmental Quality, as a 

member of the Louisiana Governor’s Emergency Preparedness Advisory Council, as a member of the Board of 

Trustees of the Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA), as a member of the Board of Directors 

of Wink Companies, LLC, as a member of the Board of Directors of the ASTRA, the Louisiana Innovation Council, 

the EPSCoR Committee of the Louisiana Board of Regents, the Nominating Committee for the Southeast 

Louisiana Flood Protection Authorities, the Executive Board of the LUMCON, and the Board of Trustees of the 

Advocates for Science and Math Education (Sci High). 
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Gilda A. Barabino 
Dean Gilda Barabino is the Daniel and Frances Berg Professor and Dean of the Grove 

School of Engineering at The City College of New York. She received her BS degree 

in Chemistry from Xavier University of Louisiana and PhD in Chemical Engineering 

from Rice University. She has served on the faculties of Northeastern University 

from 1989-2007 and Georgia Institute of Technology and Emory University from 

2007-2013. She previously served as Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education at 

Northeastern and as the inaugural Vice Provost for Academic Diversity at Georgia 

Tech and as Associate Chair for Graduate Studies at Georgia Tech and Emory. She is 

a noted investigator in the areas of sickle cell disease, cellular and tissue 

engineering, and race/ethnicity and gender in science and engineering. She consults 

nationally and internationally on STEM education and research, diversity in higher 

education, policy, workforce development and faculty development.  

Dr. Barabino is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the American 

Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE), the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) 

and the Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES). She is the current President of AIMBE and Past-President of 

BMES. She was a Sigma Xi Distinguished Lecturer for 2012-2014 and is the recipient of numerous awards 

including the AIMBE Pierre Galetti Award, the BMES Diversity Award, the BMES Distinguished Service Award, 

the ASEE/Dow Outstanding Faculty Award, and the AIChE Grimes Award, and the AIChE Minority Affairs 

Committee Distinguished Service and Eminent Chemical Engineers Awards. She serves on the NSF Engineering 

Advisory Committee, serves as PI of the NSF Engineering Deans Forum on Broadening Participation and co-

directs the NSF Minority Faculty Development Workshop. Dr. Barabino currently serves on the ASEE Engineering 

Deans Council (EDC) Executive Board, the EDC K-12 STEM Education Committee and the EDC Data Collection 

Committee. She also serves as the EDC liaison to the ASEE Board of Directors Committee on P12 and on the 

ASEE Prism Editorial Advisory Board. She is co-chair of the 2018 Engineering Deans Institute. She has been an 

active participant in the Chemical Engineering Division, and served on its Board 2002-2005.  Over her 28 years 

as a member of ASEE she has been affiliated with the Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Graduate 

Studies, Minorities in Engineering and Women in Engineering Divisions. 

 
Nathan Cotten  
Nathan Cotten is the STEM Curriculum Specialist for Terrebonne Parish School 

District and current Past-President of the Louisiana Science Teachers Association 

(LSTA).  Nathan has served on the LSTA board since 2009.  As a classroom 

teacher of physics and physical science, Nathan received the Terrebonne Parish 

District Teacher of the Year and LSTA Outstanding Secondary Science Teacher 

Award in 2009.  This past school year, Nathan most recently served as a member 

of the workgroup that developed the new science standards for Louisiana. This 

year, Nathan has served as a Teacher Leader Advisor working to identify 

curriculum.  When Nathan isn’t discussing science education, he is an avid fan of 

baseball and the Boston Red Sox. 
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Cathi Cox-Boniol 
A 36-year education veteran, Cathi Cox-Boniol currently serves as ACHIEVE 
Coordinator for Lincoln Parish Schools.  Forging community-based partnerships 
through ACHIEVE, she has initiated STEM programs in partnership with Louisiana 
Tech University, founded New Tech @ Ruston, and was named Louisiana Director 
for the national Engineering by Design Consortium that is part of the STEM Center 
for Teaching and Learning within the International Technology and Engineering 
Educators Association.  Named as Chair for the Louisiana Science Standards 
Review to establish the first new standards in more than 20 years, she helmed 
the work of more than 100 statewide educators and stakeholders and directed 
Committee and Workgroup sessions in developing multi-dimensional standards 
that finally addressed the critical components of science and engineering 
practices.  Honored for her accomplishments at the local, state, and national 
level, she was named a Louisianian of the Year for her activism and advocacy 
around STEM education and most recently named the recipient of the ITEEA Public Understanding of Technology 
& Engineering Education Award. Cathi is married to Tom Boniol and they are busy community advocates, serving 
the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, Louisiana Tech University Alumni Association, North Central 
Louisiana Arts Council, United Way of Northeast Louisiana, and other initiatives.   
 

Xavier Fouger 

An Industrial Engineer, former Science Attaché in Vienna, Xavier Fouger joined 

Dassault Systemes in 1990. He developed new innovation processes for various 

automotive manufacturers in Germany and Korea. He created the corporate 

organization in charge of global academia. He designed cutting edge learning 

initiatives for secondary and vocational education in the USA, Malaysia, Canada 

and France where he introduced a STEM program for 11,500 middle/high school 

students. He initiated PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) competency 

centres in India, China, Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, South Africa, Kenya, Ivory 

Coast, Vietnam and Argentina.  

He manages Dassault Systemes’ Learning Lab which conducts collaborative 

educational research with various universities, funded by US and European 

agencies on the use of digital technologies applied to educational methods and to the development of learning 

of emerging engineering practices.   

Methodological research areas of the Lab are on virtual labs, collaborative engineering, 3D in MOOCs, Problem 

Based Learning and textbook virtualization.  

Current research field in teaching emerging engineering practices all relate to the fourth industrial revolution: 

social innovation, precision agriculture, the Internet of Things, Additive Manufacturing, Smart 

farm/factory/building and Systems Engineering.  

A founding member of IFEES ‘International Federation of Engineering Education Societies) and GEDC (Global 

Engineering Deans Council), steering committee member of SEFI (European Society of Engineering Education), 

he provides lectures and seminars on innovation management in various engineering and business schools. He 

was awarded the 2016 Peter the First medal of the Association for Engineering Education of Russia for significant 

contribution to the development of engineering and engineering education. 
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Molly M. Gribb  
Dean Gribb joined the College of Engineering, Mathematics and Science (EMS) at 

the University of Wisconsin-Platteville in July 2015. The College of EMS includes 7 

ABET accredited engineering degrees in addition to math, chemistry and 

sustainable and renewable energy systems degree programs with an 

undergraduate enrollment of ~3,200 students; UW-Platteville also offers an online 

MS Engineering program. Dr. Gribb previously served as head of civil and 

environmental engineering department at the South Dakota School of Mines and 

Technology. During her tenure as department head, she developed a new PhD 

program in Civil and Environmental Engineering, as well as two undergraduate 

minors and initiated campus-wide research strategic planning efforts.  

Prior to School of Mines, Dr. Gribb was professor of civil and environmental 

engineering at Boise State University. While there, she served as Director of the Center of Environmental 

Sensing, and led a multidisciplinary team in the completion of a multimillion dollar subsurface contaminant 

sensor project. She has published over 100 papers and abstracts during her academic career and mentored 

many undergraduate and graduate students.  

Dr. Gribb is a registered professional engineer and a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). 

Dr. Gribb has served as a member of the ASCE Department Heads’ Coordinating Council, and an editorial 

board member of the ASCE GeoStrata magazine and the American Society for Testing and Materials 

Geotechnical Testing Journal. She currently serves on ABET’s Academic Advisory Council and Kiewit 

Corporation’s University Advisory Council.  

 

Emad Habib 
Emad Habib, PhD, PE, is an Endowed Chair and a Professor in the Department of 

Civil Engineering at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. His research expertise 

is in surface hydrology with focus on precipitation estimation and validation; 

hydrologic modeling; flood prediction; water resource management; coastal 

restoration; uncertainty modeling of hydro-ecological models; and development 

of technology-based educational innovations. He published more than 50 peer-

reviewed journal articles and several book chapters. He received the 2016 

University Distinguished Professor Award, and other awards including the Journal 

of Hydrologic Engineering Best Journal Award and the Watershed Excellence 

Award from the American Society of Civil Engineers.  
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Ron Harichandran 
Ron Harichandran has served as the Dean of the Tagliatela College of Engineering 

at the University of New Haven for 6.5 years. Prior to that he was a professor of 

civil and environmental engineering at Michigan State University and served as 

the department chair for 16 years. He has published over 150 journal and 

conference proceedings papers and technical reports. He was elected a Fellow of 

the American Society of Civil Engineers in 2005, and elected into the Connecticut 

Academy of Science and Engineering in 2014. 

Dr. Harichandran serves as the PI on two grants that have resulted in college-

wide curricular innovations in seven engineering and computer science programs 

and span all four years of BS programs: (1) The Project to Integrate Technical 

Communication Habits; and (2) the project on Developing an Entrepreneurial 

Mindset in Engineering Students by Utilizing Integrated Online Modules and Experiential Learning 

Opportunities. 

 
Ignacio Harrouch 
Mr. Ignacio Harrouch, P.E., joined CPRA as the Operations Division Chief in July 

2014, with over 23 years of geotechnical engineering and construction 

management experience. Prior to his service with CPRA, he was a Senior 

Geotechnical Engineer and Certified Project Manager with URS Corporation for 

approximately 7.5 years. Mr. Harrouch earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering from LSU 

in 1992. He then worked for DOTD briefly, after which he spent approximately 

10 years with several firms and as independent owner of his own geotechnical 

investigation and construction firm in El Salvador, conducting turnkey 

construction of telecommunications towers and designing large-scale 

manufacturing and wastewater treatment facilities throughout Central America 

and the Caribbean. Mr. Harrouch now heads CPRA’s Operations Division, which 

includes the main Baton Rouge office as well as offices in Lafayette, New Orleans, 

and Thibodaux. He also manages CPRA’s emergency operations response in hurricane or flood events. 

 
Joseph C. Hartman 
Joseph C. Hartman, Ph.D., P.E., is Dean of the Francis College of Engineering at 

the University of Massachusetts Lowell.  Founded in 1896 just outside of Boston 

and formerly known as the Lowell Technological Institute, the College serves 

nearly 3800 engineering students.  Hartman is also President, and a Fellow, of the 

Institute of Industrial and Systems Engineers.  He previously served as 

Department Chair and Professor of Industrial and Systems Engineering at the 

University of Florida and Department Chair and the Kledaras Endowed Chair at 

Lehigh University, as well as in visiting positions at the University of Edinburgh 

and the Fraunhofer Institute for Material Flow and Logistics in Dortmund, 

Germany.  His research focuses on discrete optimization with applications in 

engineering economics and logistics, supported by numerous companies and 

agencies, including the National Science Foundation CAREER award.  Hartman 

received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Industrial and Systems Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology and 

his B.S. in General Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.   
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Jada Lewis 
Jada Lewis currently serves as Assistant Dean for Diversity at LSU in the College 

of Engineering. She is also serving her first term as an elected member to the 

Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education representing District 8, 

which is composed of fourteen parishes and seventeen school districts in 

Louisiana. Prior to joining the LSU College of Engineering, she held positions as a 

Regional Technical Advisor for the Louisiana Department of Environmental 

Quality and as an Operations Planning Engineer for the Shell Motiva Convent 

Refinery. Jada Lewis received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Chemical 

Engineering from LSU and also has a Master’s Degree in Government with dual 

concentrations in Law and Public Policy and Public Administration from Regent 

University.  Jada Lewis is recognized throughout Baton Rouge and Louisiana as a 

thought leader in education policy and a subject matter expert in the area of diversity and inclusion in Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education and diverse workforce strategy. She is a graduate 

of the Baton Rouge Area Chamber’s Leadership Program and was selected as one Baton Rouge Business Report’s 

“Forty Under 40.” She is passionate about inspiring and mentoring students and young professionals and 

continues to devote her time and resources in developing the next generation of leaders. 

 
 
 
Vincent Manno 
Vincent (Vin) P. Manno is Provost and Dean of Faculty, as well as Professor of 

Engineering, at the Olin College of Engineering in Needham, MA. He received a 

BS from Columbia University and MS and Sc.D. degrees from M.I.T. His fields of 

interest are engineering education, power generation, and electronics energy 

management and manufacturing processes. He is a frequent keynote speaker 

and has authored or co-authored over 180 technical publications. Prior to 

joining Olin, Dr. Manno was Associate Provost and Professor of Mechanical 

Engineering at Tufts University. He was a U.S. Navy Senior Summer Faculty 

Fellow and is an ASME Fellow. He is a recipient of SAE’s Teetor Educational 

Award, the Harvey Rosten Award for Excellence in the Thermal Analysis of 

Electronic Equipment, the ASME Curriculum Innovation Award and Tufts 

University Simches Award for Distinguished Teaching and Advising. He serves 

on advisory boards of Ashesi University (Ghana), the University of Delaware College of Engineering and the Tufts 

University Center for Engineering Education Outreach. 
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Darrell McDaniel 
Darrell McDaniel has spent 12 years in the Calcasieu Parish School System as a 

high school Physics teacher and currently holds the position of STEM Educator 

Development Leader for the PROGRESS Project. The PROGRESS Project is a five 

year federal Teacher Incentive Fund grant that began in 2012 and added STEM 

during the 2014-2015 school year. He has led the development of a STEM based 

reading program for upper elementary students, worked with McNeese State 

University and CITGO to bring the Engineering is Elementary after school program 

to elementary schools, and created the curriculum for a STEM Enrichment course 

that is being taught to middle school students in Calcasieu Parish. Darrell leads a 

team of 11 STEM Master Teachers to support the efforts of K-12 science and math 

teachers in 20 priority schools of Calcasieu Parish. The goal of STEM Master 

Teachers is to bring hands-on investigations and content supplements that enrich the teaching in math and 

science classrooms. Through this interaction with teachers and students, CPSB STEM seeks to cultivate their 

interest in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. 

 
Ehab Meselhe 

Ehab Meselhe, Ph.D., P.E., is the vice president for engineering at the Water 

Institute of the Gulf, and a Professor at the River-Coast Science and Engineering, 

Tulane University.  He has more than 20 years of experience researching wetland 

hydrology, sediment transport, and computer modeling of inland watersheds, 

coastal wetland, estuarine, and riverine systems. Dr. Meselhe served as 

Louisiana’s technical lead for the Mississippi River Hydrodynamic and Delta 

Management Study and helped build the numerical models that provided a 

foundation for Louisiana’s 2017 Coastal Master Plan. He also served as an 

Associate Editor of the Journal of Hydrology (Elsevier), and the Journal of 

Hydraulic Research (International Association of Hydraulic Research). 

 
Cynthia Murphy-Ortega 
Cynthia Murphy-Ortega is currently a Manager with University Partnerships and 

Association Relations of Chevron Corporation.  She joined this organization in 

2010 and manages Chevron’s relationships with universities and professional 

societies throughout the world.  Cynthia joined Chevron in 1991 as an engineer 

and held various engineering, maintenance, operations, and business positions.  

In 1998, she moved into the Chevron Energy Technology Company where she 

developed/managed Chevron’s new hire technical competency development 

programs; worked in the Process Planning Group; and served as the 

Organizational Capability Manager with the Process, Analytical and Catalysis 

Dept.   

Cynthia participates on various Boards including UC Davis Engineering Dean’s 

Executive Committee, the Chemical Engineering and the Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering Depts, the LEADR 

Program (diversity/retention) and the Avenue E Program (community college transfers); CU BOLD Program 

(diversity); USC CED (diversity); Cal Poly SLO WEP (women in engineering); MIT IACME (minority education); 

INROADS Pacific Region; NACE Inclusion; Chulalongkorn University/Thailand Petroleum Geosciences and 

Petroleum Engineering Depts; and ASEE CMC.  Cynthia holds a Chemical Engineering from UC Davis. 
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Rick Navarro 
Rick Navarro is director of global operations, Flight Services for Commercial 

Aviation Services, Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Navarro leads the global training 

operations at 17 locations, on 6 continents, that deliver commercial flight, 

maintenance and cabin-crew training programs for the company. He is also 

responsible for courseware and new program development; the implementation 

of all new training operation acquisitions; and the Simulator Services business. 

Previously Navarro was director of Manufacturing, Assembly and Operations for 

Boeing Space Exploration; heading the team at NASA's Michoud Assembly Facility 

(MAF). He was responsible for all Boeing MAF operations, including production 

of the core stages for the Space Launch System, NASA's new heavy lift rocket. He 

was also responsible for definition, development and deployment of production 

teams and production systems supporting NASA's next generation, beyond Earth, human space exploration 

vehicle. Navarro joined Boeing in 1986 holding positions in engineering and operations subsequently increasing 

to leadership roles. In 2003, he became the director of Launch Operations for Boeing Delta Launch Vehicle 

Programs. In this position, Navarro and his team were responsible for launch processing of all Delta II and Delta 

IV DoD, civil and commercial launch vehicles at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station and at Vandenberg Air Force 

Base. Upon the formation of the United Launch Alliance joint venture between Boeing and Lockheed Martin, 

Navarro became co-director of launch operations and led the combination of Boeing's Delta and Lockheed 

Martin's Atlas launch teams into a single organization. 

 

Matthew Ohland 
Dr. Matthew Ohland is a Professor of Engineering Education at Purdue 

University. He is a fellow of ASEE, IEEE, and AAAS. Software for team formation 

and peer evaluation developed under Dr. Ohland’s leadership has received 

various awards and has been used by over 1,000,000 students worldwide. Dr. 

Ohland also directs the MIDFIELD project, which compiles student data from 

multiple universities in a common format to study student pathways. He has 

experience teaching over 3000 students in a team-based learning environment. 

With his colleagues, he has received the William Elgin Wickenden Award for the 

Best Paper in the Journal of Engineering Education in 2008 and 2011 and the 

Best Paper in IEEE Transactions on Education in 2011 and 2015. Dr. Ohland has 

held offices in ASEE’s Educational Research and Methods division and the IEEE 

Education Society. He was the 2002–2006 President of Tau Beta Pi. 
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Sarah Rajala  
Sarah Rajala became the 12th dean of the College of Engineering at Iowa State 

University on April 1, 2013. She leads the largest college on campus and is 

responsible for more than 9,600 students, 500 faculty and staff, 12 academic 

majors, multiple research centers and programs, and 11 buildings that comprise 

the engineering complex. 

Rajala is an internationally known leader who has served on many academic and 

association boards. She is a former president of the American Society for 

Engineering Education and chaired the Global Engineering Deans Council. She was 

named a 2016 ABET Fellow award recipient; the 2016 national engineer of the year 

award by the American Association of Engineering Societies; and received the 2015 

national Harriett B. Rigas Award from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers Education Society honoring outstanding female faculty.  

Rajala’s previous leadership positions were at North Carolina State University as associate dean for research and 

graduate programs and associate dean for academic affairs in the college of engineering; and Mississippi State 

University as a department chair and dean of the Bagley College of Engineering. She had a distinguished career 

as a professor and center director prior to moving into administrative positions.  

Rajala has consistently broken new ground for women in engineering and serves as a role model for young 

women. She is passionate about diversity of thought and culture, especially as it relates to the college 

environment.  

Rajala earned her bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from Michigan Technological University and 

master’s and Ph.D. degrees from Rice University. She is a fellow of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, American Society for Engineering Education and the Institute of Electrical and 

Electronic Engineers. 

 
Jeffrey Ray 
Jeffrey Ray is Dean of the College of Engineering and Technology at Western 

Carolina University and Professor of Mechanical Engineering. Prior to joining 

Western Carolina, Dr. Ray was Dean of the School of Engineering Technology and 

Management at Southern Polytechnic State University. Before moving to Southern 

Poly, he was the Director of the School of Engineering and Professor of Mechanical 

Engineering at Grand Valley State University for ten years, in addition to leading 

the multidisciplinary industry-sponsored capstone design program. 

Dr. Ray received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering 

from Tennessee Technological University and his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering 

from Vanderbilt University. Prior to his engineering studies, he completed an 

apprenticeship and received his Journeyman Industrial Electrician license. 

Dr. Ray has been involved at various levels of ASEE leadership, including the Board of Directors, VP of 

Institutional Councils, and the current Co-Chair of the EDC’s Undergraduate Experience Committee, and many 

other ASEE positions. In addition, he has been involved in the ABET Academic Advisory Council since its founding 

and currently serves as the Chair. 
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Michael Richey 
Dr. Michael Richey is the Chief Learning Scientist and a Boeing Associate Technical 

Fellow currently assigned to support educational technology and innovation 

research at The Boeing Company.  Michael is responsible for leading a team 

conducting engineering education research projects that focus on improving the 

learning experience for students, incumbent engineers and technicians. His 

research encompasses, Sociotechnical Systems, Learning Curves, and Engineering 

Education Research. Michael has authored or co-authored over 40 publications in 

leading journals including Science Magazine, The Journal of Engineering Education 

and INCOSE addressing topics in large scale system integration, learning sciences 

and systems engineering. Michael often represents Boeing internationally and 

domestically as a speaker - presenter and has authored multiple patents on 

Computer-Aided Design and Computer-Aided Manufacturing, with multiple 

disclosures focused on system engineering and elegant design.  

Additional responsibilities include providing business leadership for engineering technical and professional 

educational programs. This includes development of engineering programs (Certificates and Masters) in 

advanced aircraft construction, composites structures, systems engineering, product lifecycle management and 

digital manufacturing. Michael has served on various advisory groups including, the editorial board of the 

Journal of Engineering Education, Boeing Higher Education Integration Board, American Society for Engineering 

Education Project Board, the National Science Foundation I-UCRC Industry University Collaborative Research 

Center Advisory Board and has server on the NAE as a committee member.  He is currently the Boeing Principle 

Investigator for the Boeing Internet of Learning Consortium, the Technical focal for the Boeing ASEE and 

manages the Boeing Santa Fee Institute Action Network relationship. Michael holds a B.A and M.Sc. from ESC 

Lille in Program Project Management and Ph.D. from SKEMA Business School with a focus on Engineering 

Education Research. In addition, he holds a Caltech Certificate is System Engineering, a Stanford Certified Project 

Management Certificate and a Masters Certificate in Project Management from Steven’s Institute of 

Technology.  

 
Dora Smith  
Dora Smith is the senior director of the global academic program for Siemens 

PLM Software, a business unit of Siemens Digital Factory Division. Under Dora’s 

leadership, the global academic program is now a company-wide strategic 

initiative for the company. The program empowers the next generation of 

digital talent through project-based learning, STEM competitions and industrial 

strength software and curriculum to support more than 1 million students and 

more than 3,000 institutions worldwide.  

Dora is an accredited business communicator with more than 20 years of 

experience. She has spent her career in the engineering and manufacturing 

industry with leadership roles across disciplines. Previously, she held executive 

management positions at CAD Potential (now part of Tata Technologies), where 

she developed the company’s first academic and certification programs. Prior to that, she directed the 

Unigraphics Users Group (now PLM World) an independent, not-for-profit organization supporting the 

engineering community. She also served as president on the board of directors of IABC St. Louis. Dora earned 

her bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Missouri-Columbia and a master’s degree in business 

administration from Washington University. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_Technical_Fellowship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_Technical_Fellowship
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=Lp5poOkAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://patents.google.com/patent/US6922599B2/en
https://iolc.io/
https://www.santafe.edu/events/complexity-educational-ecosystem


11 
ASEE 2018 Engineering Deans Institute 

Speaker Biographies 
 
Gerald R. Solomon 
Gerald R. Solomon has served as the Samueli Foundation’s Executive Director 

since April, 2008. Prior to the Samueli Foundation, Mr. Solomon served as CEO 

of Public Health Foundation Enterprises (PHFE) for seven (7) years, where he 

transformed the organization from an LA-centric provider of funding and services 

into national prominence. At the time of Mr. Solomon’s departure, PHFE was 

operating in 31 states with 1,500 employees and annual revenues exceeding 

$120 Million. During his tenure at Samueli, Mr. Solomon has overseen their 

philanthropic activities focused on STEM education, youth, integrative health 

and Jewish leadership. 

Mr. Solomon has also developed long-range collaborative community initiatives 

addressing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education 

deficiencies within the K-16 continuum. He led the design and development of the OC STEM Initiative, the 

nation’s first STEM Ecosystem, which has served as the model for the development of STEM Ecosystems in 54 

cities around the country. In addition to serving as the Chair of OC STEM, he serves as co-chair of the STEM 

Funders Network and the STEM Learning Ecosystem Initiative. The initiative, whose goal is to cultivate the 

development of STEM Ecosystems in over 100 cities around the country by 2020, has received national attention 

and support from such organizations as OSTP in the White House, DOE, CNCS, CGI, NSTA and ASTC.  

Mr. Solomon also serves on the board of the CDE Foundation, Southern California Grantmakers, as well as on 

the Dean’s Advisory Councils for the UCLA Henry Samueli School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, the UCI 

Henry Samueli School of Engineering, and the UCI School of Education. Previous work has included service on 

the Board of Directors of: the NACCHO-CDC national accreditation committee developing standards for public 

health departments; OCHNA – Orange County Health Needs Assessment; Chair of CMPHL – the California 

Medical and Public Health Leadership Group; and Treasurer of Alliance for Nonprofit Management 

headquartered in Washington DC.  

Mr. Solomon offers a diverse executive leadership background, having served as President and CEO of several 

highly successful nonprofit as well as for-profit organizations, including a distinguished 18 year career as a civil 

trial attorney and Judge Pro Tem. Mr. Solomon's nonprofit experience includes serving as President of a Child 

Abuse Prevention Foundation, CEO of a multi-state residential and outpatient drug and alcohol treatment 

program, and as Executive Director of the Encinitas Chamber of Commerce.   

 

Kyle Squires 

Kyle Squires is the dean of the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering at Arizona 

State University. Appointed in February 2016, Squires previously served as vice 

and interim dean, as well as the director of the School for Engineering of Matter, 

Transport and Energy, one of the six Fulton Schools of Engineering. A professor 

of mechanical and aerospace engineering, Squires holds a B.S. in mechanical 

engineering from Washington State University and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 

mechanical engineering from Stanford University. Squires’ expertise 

encompasses computational fluid dynamics, turbulence modeling of both 

single-phase and multi-phase flows, and high-performance computing. 
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Larry Stauffer 
Larry Stauffer has been the dean of the College of Engineering at the University 

of Idaho since 2011. As dean he oversees and establishes priorities for the second 

largest college at UI. The College of Engineering is one of the leading engineering 

programs in the northwest and is one of the university’s oldest and most well-

respected colleges with over 11 thousand living alumni.  

He has been a mechanical engineering faculty member at the UI since 1987 and 

served in various administrative positions since 1996.  

Stauffer earned his bachelor and master degrees from Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University and doctorate from Oregon State University. He is 

also a licensed professional engineer with the State of Idaho. 

 
 
 
 
Jeffrey A. Steiger  
Jeffrey Allen Steiger is an organizational consultant, a clinical instructor of 

psychiatry at the George Washington University School of Medicine, and Artistic 

Director of the New Theater of Medicine. Jeffrey has applied theater as an 

intervention and educational tool at over 80 institutions including Harvard, 

Stanford, Universidad de la República, MIT, and the University of Nagoya. He 

regularly works with theater-making processes to explore a variety of research 

topics. His efforts include a performance project with Robert Mankoff, editor of 

the New Yorker Cartoons, on using improvisation to explore Mankoff's ideas 

regarding status and the psycho-biological roots of humor, and a study with with 

Dr. Sari Van Anders, “Effects of Gendered Behavior on Testosterone in Women 

and Men" (The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Oct, 2015), 

which used actors to test how gender norms might modulate testosterone as mediated by two possible gender 

testosterone pathways. In addition to providing consultations to academic institutions, Jeffrey is funded to 

continue the development of TANGLES, a musical about a family coping with the affects of Alzheimer's Disease.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
ASEE 2018 Engineering Deans Institute 

Speaker Biographies 
 
Joseph Sussman 
Dr. Joe Sussman is both Chief Accreditation Officer and Chief Information Officer 

for ABET, the recognized accreditor for college and university technical education 

programs in applied & natural science, computing, engineering, and engineering 

technology worldwide.  In this role since 2011, Dr. Sussman leads ABET’s global 

accreditation operations, collaborating with the organization’s volunteer 

leadership in both tactical execution and strategic development of ABET’s 

accreditation practice. 

Prior to joining ABET, Dr. Sussman spent 26 years as an engineering leader and 

senior business executive at Bayer AG, leading many of the company’s quality, 

manufacturing, and IT efforts.  After retiring from Bayer Joe became an Industry 

Specialist at Deloitte Consulting, where he worked with many prominent global 

clients. In addition to his impressive industry background, and prior to joining ABET staff, Joe served ABET for 

24 years in nearly every volunteer capacity, including: Program Evaluator for mechanical engineering 

programs, Chair of the Engineering Accreditation Commission, Representative Director from ASME on the ABET 

Board of Directors, and ABET President for 2008-2009. Dr. Sussman was inducted as an ABET Fellow in 2002 

after having played a pivotal role in implementing the ground-breaking Engineering Criteria 2000.  In 2011 the 

ASME Board of Governors elected Dr. Sussman an ASME Fellow for his contributions to quality in engineering 

education. In 2015 Dr. Sussman was presented the Linton E. Grinter Distinguished Service Award as an ABET 

expert who followed in Grinter’s footsteps, making outstanding contributions to the technical disciplines 

through his work in accreditation. Dr. Sussman earned his baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral degrees in 

mechanical engineering from Columbia University in the City of New York. 

 
Lynda Tealer 
Lynda Tealer, one of the nation’s top athletic administrators, joined the University 

of Florida Athletic Association (UAA) staff in August of 2003. She was elevated to 

Senior Associate Athletics Director - Senior Woman Administrator in the fall of 

2007 and then to Executive Associate Athletics Director in the summer of 2012. 

She oversees the sports health, information & technology and the human 

resources departments, while supervising the women’s basketball, gymnastics, 

lacrosse, softball and volleyball programs. Tealer headed the committee that 

explored adding a 21st varsity sport to the Gator program. The programs she 

oversees have collected 26 conference titles and five NCAA Championship trophies 

since 2003. Tealer currently is a member of the NCAA Division 1 Council and SEC-

ESPN Content Board. 

Tealer came to the UAA from the Southland Conference, where she was an Associate Commissioner since April 

of 2000. During her tenure in Frisco, Texas, Tealer served as the conference's senior woman administrator and 

oversaw the league’s regular season and championship competitions. She also assisted with administrative 

operations, in addition to serving as a liaison for the coaches, championships and senior woman administrators 

committees. While at SCU, Tealer was named to the NCAA Division I Management Council in 1998 as the Division 

I-AAA at-large representative. She assumed the West Coast Conference representative position (Oct. 1999 - Jan. 

2000) and rejoined the Council as the Southland Conference representative in January of 2001. She also was a 

member of the NCAA Minority Opportunities and Interests Committee. Tealer is a 1992 graduate of the 

University of San Diego, where she earned a degree in business administration while playing basketball four 

years for the Toreros. She also possesses a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Texas at Austin School of 

Law, where she was a member of the Thurgood Marshall Legal Society. 
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Jean S. Vossen 
Mrs. Vossen is the Chief of Engineering Division, New Orleans District of the Corps 

of Engineers.  She is responsible for the engineering study, planning and design of 

civil works missions within the New Orleans District.  She serves as the principal 

engineering advisor to the District Commander.  The Engineering Division has 220 

employees consisting of engineers, technicians, geologists, administrative staff 

and field personnel performing water control functions, surveying and soil 

exploration.  Mrs. Vossen has been with the New Orleans District since 1995. 

Mrs. Vossen has a bachelor's of science degree in Civil Engineering from the 

University of New Orleans.  She is a registered professional civil engineer in the 

State of Louisiana and is a native New Orleanian. 

 

Ronald W. Welch 
Ron Welch received his B.S. degree in Engineering Mechanics from the United 

States Military Academy in 1982. He received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana in 1990 and 1999, 

respectively. He became the Dean of the School of Engineering at The Citadel on 1 

July 2011. Prior to his current position, he was the Department Head of Civil 

Engineering at The University of Texas at Tyler from Jan 2007 to June 2011 as well 

as served in the Army Corps of Engineers for over 24 years including eleven years 

on the faculty at the United States Military Academy where he retired as a Colonel.  

 

 

Dave Wilson 
As Vice President of Product Marketing for Software, Academics and Customer 
Education at National Instruments, Dave Wilson leads the global team responsible 
for defining and promoting software technologies and ensuring proficiency 
development of NI’s platform in both education and industry. 
 
Since joining NI in 1991, Wilson has held roles across sales and marketing, including 
serving as a District Sales Manager, Director of Data Acquisition Marketing, 
International Sales Director, and Director of International Marketing.  

Wilson serves on the ECEDHA Corporate Member Council, as a member of the FIRST 
Executive Advisory Board, and as a member of several corporate boards. He is an 
avid maker, inventor and evangelist for STEM activities and holds two patents.  

Wilson holds a bachelor’s degree in physics from The State University of New York.  
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Mark Zappi 
Dr. Mark Zappi currently serves as the Dean of Engineering at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette (UL).  He also holds the Chevron Professorship in Chemical 

Engineering and is the Executive Director of the UL Energy Institute of Louisiana. 

Prior to coming to UL, Dr. Zappi was the holder of the Dave Swalm Professorship 

in Chemical Engineering within the Mississippi State University (MSU) 

Department of Chemical Engineering.  At MSU, he was the Founder and first 

Director of the US Department of Energy’s Mississippi University Research 

Consortium for the Utilization of Biomass.   Prior to his tenure at Mississippi State 

University, he served as the Leader of the Bioremediation and Chemical Oxidation 

Research Team at the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Engineering Research and 

Development Center in Vicksburg, MS.  While with the US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Dr. Zappi founded and served as the first director of the DoD Federal 

Integrated Bioremediation Research Consortium, which is one of the largest bioremediation R&D investment 

programs ever established within the DoD.  Dr. Zappi holds a BS degree in Civil Engineering from UL and a MS 

and PhD in Chemical Engineering from Mississippi State University.  His areas of expertise are the production of 

energy (both fossil fuel-based and alternative), chemical products derived from novel chemical processes, and 

treatment of contaminated media including petroleum contamination.  Dr. Zappi has over 250 technical 

publications and three patents.  He has generated over $40M of R&D funding over this career.   

 

 

 

 


